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The delegation of members of the Canada-Japan Inter-Parliamentary Group and the
Canada-China Legislative Association participated in the 13th annual assembly of the

Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians Conference on Environment and Development (APPCED)
held in Islamabad, Pakistan, from February 26 to March 3, 2007.



Report

The Canadian delegation was composed of the following members:

From the Senate: Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Senator (co-leader of the delegation) and Hon.
Mac Harb, Senator.

From the House of Commons: Mr. Deepak Obhrai, MP (co-leader of the delegation) and
Hon. Bryon Wilfert, P.C., MP (co-leader of the delegation).

Staff: Mr. Rémi Bourgault, Delegation Secretary.

The Hon. Nick Sibbeston, Senator, and Mr. Deepak Obhrai, M.P., led the Canadian
parliamentary delegation that participated in the 13th Annual Assembly of the Asia
Pacific Parliamentarians’ Conference on Environment and Development (APPCED)
held in Islamabad, Pakistan, from February 26 to March 3, 2007. Delegates from 19
parliaments attended the 13th Assembly.

The Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Conference on Environment and Development
(APPCED) was established by the Korean Parliamentin June 1993. APPCED is
designed to provide ample opportunities to share ideas, experiences and policies being
considered by parliamentarians to strengthen legislative activities for sustainable
development. The aim of APPCED is to achieve the sustainable utilization of natural
resources, reduction of environmental pollution and the maintenance of ecological
balance in the Asia and Pacific region.

The Conference, whichis the only parliamentary conference dedicated to the
environment and development, is held every year and is composed of the member
parliaments of 46 countries.

The theme of the 13th Assembly was: water conservation and sustainable development.

In addition to attending a meeting of the executive and the presentation of country
papers from the participating countries, delegates attended the following presentations:

e Water Conservation and Management Practices
e Water and Environmental Security
e Trans-Boundary Water Issues

The Canadian delegation gave a presentation on fresh water managementin Canada.

The Conference was an opportunity for parliamentarians to hold lively discussions and
resulted in the adoption of the Islamabad Declaration. The text of the declaration
adopted is set out in Appendix A.

Conclusion

The Canadian Parliament is a member of the Asia Pacific Parliamentarians Conference
on Environment and Development (APPCED). The Conference gives Canadian
parliamentarians an opportunity to engage in dialogue with their counterparts from other
countries on important issues relating to the environment and development. The



Canadian section of APPCED will be pleased to participate in the 14th Annual
Assembly in Sri Lanka in 2008.

A summary of the expenses incurred for this activity is attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Hon. Nick G. Sibbeston, Senator Mr. Deepak Obhrai, M.P.

Co-leader of the delegation Co-leader of the delegation
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APPENDIX A
ISLAMABAD DECLARATION

ON THE THEME OF WATER CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
26th Feb - 3rd March, 2007
Islamabad, Pakistan

13th General Assembly of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians’
Conference on Environment and Development (APPCED)

We, parliamentarians representing countries from the Asia-Pacific Region, at the
Thirteenth General Assembly of the Asia-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Conference on
Environment and Development (APPCED) in Islamabad, Pakistan from 26th February
to 3rd March, 2007, having discussed in detail the issues related to water conservation
and sustainable development;

Reaffirming our conviction that sustainable development through water conservation
can be achieved by proper planning and resource allocation for this purpose;

Guided by the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 1992, Agenda 21,
various declarations of UN and other forums and commitment to Whistler Declaration
adopted at 12th APPCED held in 2006 at Whistler, Canada as well as the eleven
previous declarations of APPCED meetings;

Stressing on what we believe is a valuable contribution to the World Summit on
Sustainable Development 2002, that water can make animmense difference to
developmentif itis managed well and used wisely. Given clear policies and strategies
and real commitments to implementation, we can use water to help eradicate poverty,
reduce water-related diseases and achieve sustainable development;

Further Stressing the importance of APPCED thirteen meeting as a reflection of our
shared commitment to work together for the water conservation and sustainable
development of the Asia and Pacific region, and as well as animportant contribution to
global sustainable development. According to the UN Task Force on Water and
Sanitation (2005), safe water and sanitation is a prerequisite for achieving the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and for sustaining good health and quality of
life;

Acknowledging the constructive and positive contributions of other relevant instruments
concerning the issue of water conservation and sustainable development.

Deeply Concerned that per capita water availability in Asia Pacific was less than the
world average.

Recognizing the importance of economic instruments for water conservation, and
managing water is not just about economics, but extending best practices and good
governance, themes that should be central to the APPCED’s work;



Stressing that water is of critical strategic importance to overall development, in any
sector of the economy. Recognising the potential limiting effect that water could have on
future economic expansion of any country, it is of utmost importance that this resource
should be optimally utilised to the benefit of all current and future users;

Noting the environmental security as a means of achieving long term social, economic
and ethical security through sustainable utilization of renewable resources and
ecosystem functions and protection from natural hazards. Water for environmental
security is a moral imperative since the Rio Conference in 1992 but it does not yet have
the same status as food security in the national strategies;

Noting further that the mutual cooperation and understanding in alleviating water
shortage and the settlement of water disputes by borders sharer is of vital importance;

Knowing that most important impacts of climate change and its effects on the
hydrologic cycle and on water management systems and, through these, on socio-
economic systems. Increase inincidence of extremes, such as floods and droughts,
would cause increased frequency and severity of disruptions. Therefore strengthening
of the necessary research such as early advance weather warning and monitoring
systems and the exchange of relevant data and information should be undertaken at the
national, regional and international levels. Serious considerations should be givento
climate change in future development policies.

Stressing that the population dynamics such as population, growth migration and
gender equality should be emphasized for sustainable water management.

Therefore we Resolve To:

Promote an integrated water resource management based on water as a vital part of
the ecosystem, a natural resource and a social and economic good. And planning for
the sustainable and appropriate utilization, protection, preservation and management of
water resources based on community needs and priorities within the framework of
national economic development policies;

Agrees that future focus will be onincreasing co-operation between countries in the
Asia-Pacific region for water conservation and sustainable development. In addition
multilateral activity, as well as bilateral activity, enhancement of data availability, water
resources management and preservation, principles of regional cooperation will be
given prime importance in addition to commitment for funding by international agencies;

Promote the solution through practical approach and ensure that the development of
water resources in either country should not harm the water resources of the other
country and to respect by adhering to international laws and agreement. And to adopt
an integrated approach to environmentally sustainable management of water resources,
including the protection of aquatic ecosystems and freshwater living resources;

Anticipate the need for identification and strengthening of the appropriate institutional,
legal and financial mechanisms to ensure that water policy and its implementation are a
catalyst for sustainable development;

Recognize that construction of large dams with political consensus and environmental
considerations can play a vital role in development. Also formulate policies for



construction of small dams to conserve river, flood and rain water to support rural level
construction of small tanks that will preserve water for development and raise the
ground water level,

Commit to water resources development and management in anintegrated manner,
taking into account shortterm and long-term planning needs to incorporate
environmental, economic and social considerations based on the principle of
sustainability; to include the requirements of all users as well as those relating to the
prevention and mitigation of water-related hazards; and constitute anintegral part of the
socio-economic development planning process;

Be aware that the domestic demand for water is rising continuously, and not enough
water is available for ever expanding agriculture needs, it would be a big challenge for
many countries to manage its water resources ensuring adequate supplies, necessary
guality, specially for domestic use on priority basis, and balancing the competing needs
of different sectors and regions. The governments should ensure equal access to all
specially for the poor to get the adequate supplies of safe and clean water and to create
awareness on water issues to encourage people’s participation to meet these
challenges,

Encourage the cooperation among the neighbor States in conformity with existing
agreements and other relevant arrangements also taking into account the interests of all
adjacent states concerning transboundary water resources and their uses,

Call on developed countries to substantially increase cooperation in advanced
technology transfer and capacity building in water conservation and management
systems to developing countries; in order to promote common sustainable
development and achieve common objectives of MDGs.

Also encourage to invest in water conservation to avoid and mitigate intrusion of salt
water from the sea to fresh water channels.

Prioritize the need for safe water-supplies and environmental sanitation as vital factor
for protecting the environment, improving health and alleviating poverty;

Further urge the delegation of water resources management to the appropriate level by
educating and training water management staff at all levels and ensuring the women
participation on equal basis for the education and training programmes. Likewise public
participatory techniques, including enhancement of the crucial role of women, youth,
indigenous people and local communities;

Support better management of urban water resources, including the elimination of
unsustainable consumption patterns. Governments should putin place mechanism to
address global warming and its impact on water management and ensure recycling of
the polluted water before discharge to the environment. We would like to encourage all
countries to fulfill their commitments in the aforesaid behalf.

All visiting participants applaud in gratitude to the warm hospitality and meticulous
arrangements by the Senate of Pakistan.
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